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PROM THE El>ITCli' S CHAIR 

Sllwkl l Last llOnth 7ou would see a rather criptic 
notice telling of the necesait)- to speed up the Annual. Le1 
me e.xplei n. 

Just efter returning from D1/f holiday I go t a sh ock, e 
reel abock, for Mr. 'J ood, of the dupli cating egenoy , tolt me 
be mi8bt shortl7 be giving up hie business end going to Soutt 
Afri ca. Thie . bas DOW beccme s cert a int)- Md he will be 
leaving earlr in the new :,eer , 

N.,.., for aiJ< ahilarating, nenttul :,e..,,., through sun
shine, at01'III end streee, our little mepeine bas nenr onoe 
foiled ite r<>11dera. Thia bas been in no B1D8ll measure di» 
to the splendid oooperetien of Mr. Philip "l'ood. It hae not 
juat been just e buaineee tranasotion on hie pert, be baa 
taken e real genuine interest in the '""'ture he helped to 
launch . For instanoe, rOUDd about the first of t he -th I 
begi.D to eddreae and stamp th• en....,lopea. Then one even1i,g 
I go down to hie premis88 with the paokat under D1/I arm , there 
to find the month's uurue "'"'iting me. I get busy Blipping 
tham int o tbe enTelopes, omd pillllg t he m in fifties. As the, 
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lh ev e to be passed over the G.P . O. _c_o_un--,t'"e-r--=I,...,l'"e_e_ve_"'t"'"h_e_m-,- g-o- o""f'· 
cont .. ntedly t o su pper, and Kr. Wood make s the journ9,Ys t o the 
!po st office next morning. That' a ;j ust sn example of hi s 
friendly g,,etures. 

Well, whet of the future? I was naturally a littl e per 
t,uhed at firat, bUt llr. i'Tood assures me that there is ever., 
lik e lihood that the bua:IJ>eaa will be taken over by a friend 
who will carry on t he good work. That is a relief for it 
would be far l ea s easy for me if the job had t o be done ou t 
of York. Anyway, t he ne%t two numbers will come along just 
as of :ro= and tlie Annuel will catch the Christmas mails for 
the s :lJttb time. 

J.nd '1iere I will l eav e it for the mome nt. 
+ + + 

~icl e s: I was t e lling y ou last month of the inter es t 
1ng chatihed with !Ar. G. T. Holl is, of the Qrl' ord Univer
sity Press. One of th e qu Astions he as k e d me was ab out 
co py - did I ever find JI\YBe lf short o f it ? I wee able to 
assure him tha t n eve r once ove r the siJt y ears had I had the 
expe r ience , in fact, it was the l e ast of 11\Y worr ies. He seic 
that was r eally r emerksble, for usually with how, e , staff enc 
simi.le r lllllg88in e e, after t he firat enthusi a sm had worn off 
t he p oo r edit or f oun d he was l e ft t o writ e moat of t ha 
megesine hims e lf. 

~roll, I ha v e baen in a happier p os ition, thanke to the 
l oyalty end e nt husiasm of e o IDSll¥ member s of th e c lan. :But, 
fo r th e first time, I d o find 11\Y a rti c l es fil e get tf.n8 
rat h er thin. So what abo u t replenishing i t? Th a t ap plies 
to all of you , in c luding l!llmil t onisns . And e spc ci e l word 
to Lee fens aga in. Bob Blythe t e lls me t he t e o far there 
h es b ~en littl e r esponse t o !us ep pe s l fo r S1t9port. Thls i1 
reallY inexplicab le . In pr ep aring th e ..nnusls '":'/ho' s Who" 
I e m i.mpreesed by the cons i dera bl e number of Le<l- i tee we hev • , 
and th e la rge co ll e ctio ns l!IFDY of them possess . Yet so f ttt1 
of th e m trouble to get down to t he j ob of giviI>g th e ir 
f avo urit es the ir rightful ple oe 1n the sun. It' s s real 
JI\YSterY, for in th o se nine . h undred odd numbers t here ' s bound 
l e ss opp ortunity . Now , wbst about it, Lee -it es . 

l.nd I might s ay t ha t the a rt i cles we hBve hBd r e c ently 
on p e p ere like ' 'The Mode rn Boy" e nd ''The Boye• Me.gezine" 
hl've oc used e l o t of interest. Le t• s h e v.e mor e o f t hem. 
k.ls o mor e of thos e wbj,oh g o much turther b Pok lik e th a t by 
!lilrry Ste bl es in thls issue. They e ll h e l p t o mek a e re e l 
-d bl end. 
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? ht. 11.L.r.nur-l u: ill goe s we l l. Si nce l Pst vrriting I 

he v e r ece ive d J . Br ee ze Bent l ey 1 s "Levi so n e t Gr&yfr i a r s " , 
(You know where hi s l e st y ef'r ' s arti c le WP S pl ace d in the 
vo ting ) ; Eric Fayn e ' s "Single t o Hc1ppin ess " v,·hi c h de iile With 
outst ~nding singl e s t or ies in Gem and M~gn e t ; ~nd H~rry 
nowl er ' s 11!.rth ur S. H~rdy , Sport St ory Wri t er" . Yee , we ' re 
get t i ng on . l.nd, oh ye s, the cove r by Bob \Thit cr . Somo 
of you, Roy Bennet t e s pec i al l y, hov e appe~ led f or so mething 
Chris t mBssy . \"/e ll , you • re go ing t o g et it. 

+· + '+ 
l,. Fle e t Str 0e t Fri en d Pea se&. Th e St re e t of Ink l os t 

one of i t s grea t est and mos t l ovabl e cherPct ere when I an 
Meck ey di ed with s uch tragic sudd enn ess during the Lebow: 
Pflrty Conf e r e nc e a t Mor ecambe . L. f e w minutes be f ore he h?d 
mvde l' s peech on behP lf of his Pre s s c ol l eagu es , a speech 
whic h so me dc c l ored wss j us t a bout th e Vii t t i e st of the whol e 
conf er ence . 

"! C'n ME'ckry!IDis ry" i n th e "News Chronic lc 11 was als o one 
of t h o fin e s t c ol umns in pr ese nt dey j ouni o.lie m. Flo vir ot e 
de li!filrAJl ·V ·Y vn.t h r e a l pPwky Sc o ts humour on e lmos t ev ery , 
t opi c r nie sun , bJl no me ans l oe et on tho grend old papers 
in which we lire inter e s t ed . He must have been an E'vid 
ree der cf th em in hi s y out h, f or mor e t han once he dev ot e d 
hia whol e arti cle t o whimsic Pl co mments on Gruyf' r i ars , 
St.Jim ' s , Sext on Bl ak e end the rest . I t i s sad t o think 
ho v:ill wri t e no mor e . 

Yours sin cere ly, 
!IE:RBERI' LECKE!'l!!Y 

FOR ~.:..LE: 50 cons e cuti ve i ss ues "MP.rvel " Nos . 90 2-951 
(1 92 1-1 92 2) i n mint c onditi on . 7 "Jlluck' ' lie s . 23 3- 370 
( 1909 - 11 ). 6 "M,•rvel" Nc s. 617 - 79 1 (191 5- 19) . 3 " Boys ' 

-Fr bnd " gr e<>n weokl i es ( 1903--06). " Tom ldeµy' s Own" 
(.!!end evill e ) mint. LPrg c bundle very ol d "Boys • Own P ep ors 
, /i ll ~cc ept £3 f or th e l o t , plus 2/6d . post m d pac king . 
1,ds l ey , 17 hb ergs rw Roe d, Brynm en,yn, Nr. Bridg end , Gl ~m. 

FOR Si.LE , EXCH.:.NGE ,-md ti .Nl'ED: Megnc ts, S.0 . L' e, Nol so n 
te es , Holi dfly Lnnuvl s , e nd Monst er Li brari es. :.J.s o f or 
d isp osal Che mpi on ..nnuo l s 1926 onwerd a end Tom Ke rry bocks 
4/ - oach. G. High t on , 14 Gr ey hound Ree d , 1:/ill e sden, 
London, N.Y1. 
COL.LreTOR1 S MI SCELLlJfi , No . 21 . Fre e f or S . ..:...E. 
Per ks Pr in t e r Se ltburn -b v-See Yorks . 
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No.21 - Our Boys• Journ,,l. (Brett&) 
,i ed . 1,ug.30/1876 - ·,ed . Feb.14/1883. 338 Numbers . 

By Herry Steblee 

Brett geve es e r ee eon f or ste .rtizlg "Our Boys • Journiil" 
thet he hed received s o IIBDy requeete from "Boy e of Engl,.nd" 
end " Young Men of Gr ee t llritein" r eodere t o rep ub lish fev our
ite st ories from thos e pspere thot he hed decided t o st e rt e 
new j ournel which ~ould oon toin one new st ory end two r e
printed ones. 

LB f11Y oo ll eotion at erte e.t No.53, the first number of 
Vol.3, I can• t sey much ebou t the eerly numbers. It wee 
Boys of Engl8Jld siz e , 12 inohes by 8t. There were sixteen 
prgee, three c o lumns t oe pPge of et!eily _r eed type print ed 
on feirly good P"p er. Edwin J. Brett -s Editor. 

Though the stories were well written, peregrephs r ere ly 
exceeded two sentences, end the conversation w~e melo drt'metic 
end stege;y. 

In No.53 there were three s oriPls end two series of 
st ories running. 1.lso seriel erticles on "Th e History o f 
the Ruesien !!)Dperors", end on "Summer Rec r ee ti ons". Thero 
were ~lao Puzzl es, J okes, Poems, l •nd Pdverte f or 13retta' 
ot h er publications, together with "Our Letter Box", com
prisizlg enswe re t o correspondents. Tho tw o letter tc,ok the 
pl ece of en Edi t or• s Ch et. Free gifts were included ev ery 
f c.rtnight, 81, boys of thet p ~r i od gv t " goo d pe~ orth . The 
gifts w.ried. ~·· shee t vf scenes or cher flc tere f or El model 
the etre, or e model- bui ldizlg r ee dy t o cut out end stick 
togethe'l", or " picture. 

The J ournt1l' s pict ,.ri el heedinf, h£,d Bri tennie ,,s the 
centrel figur e , but insterd of cerryizlg e tride n t her l eft 
be nd r es ted on e n cncher. ~ li on s t ands et the o ther side. 
Three flege fr,rm eeoh end of th e des~, end in between these 
~nd the centrel figure t!re figures symbolic ol of Sp ort , 
Le eming, ~a,y, Ne"1', History, and one, " Crust,der, thrt mey 
be e ith er !Uat ory or Religion. ' 

It ie imp ossible t o enumerate Pll the aeri~ls thPt 
" PPCProd in this peper. '7hethor th ey were new ones or r e
prints wee generelly indic e ted in announcements eppePring 
l'bo ut e fortnight bef cre the st ory commenced. 

Chrietllllle Numbers were e:x:tr e ones s old rlth the peper 
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Li:...-· ~:1e \':eek .in 1..hich thc.:y ,.,..ere iE:su ed. ;.., nv tic e in No .64 
says "The g~and Chr is tmas Number of mm BOYS' J OURNi.L · wi ll 
be publi shed v,i. t h Ho . 66 . " Lr.tong t he st ories it c ont ain ed 
was on e entitled "The Ghost l y Bells · , or, Tho Fifth Grave 
fr om the Porch". The price of the double number was t\•;o-

pence No .82 (March 20/1876) gave us "Ymmg Jeck Hsr kawey at 
Sch vol " , and "His .l&ventures in Search of His Father" .. Th er e 
was a note to the effec t that i t was written in L.u11e rica , and 
was one of the many \r ought int o exis t ence by the success of 
th e Engl ish-written ones and therefore had no conn ection wit 
th e J ac k Harkeway st ories in " Beys of En8land" • 

The illu st r ations , though WlBigned , wer o excell ent and 
averag e d cne t o e ach ins t alment of e s erial; but th ough the 
se r ial st ori e s wore limi t e d in their numbe r of illustrati ons 
the e.r ticl es v:ore not . one on Br i tiah Butterflies ran f or 
nin o weeks and ga v e pictures of scventy-fi ve butterf l i es . 

Th~ f ortni gh t ly gifts had now c e ased, bu t others were 
issu e d occasionslly. 

11y oung Jack Herkaway et Sch c ol " was f o ll owed in No .94 by 
ny oung Jack ffSr ke wey ; or , all &nong tho Pirates"; end this 
in t ur n , was foll owed in No. 109 by "Th e Isle of P alms; or , 
The Lest Strongh ol d of the Black Flags . " This v,ss the thi r d 
end l ast pEr t of "Young J e ck Her larway 1 s Sch oo ldays 0 • Evid en t 
a dventurous ~ourne ;ye t o dang erous realms by St .Fr ank• s and 
.; t he r sch oolb oys were no t very original afte r e ll. 

Occea i onel ly th e be ck p ege wes f i ll ed with Comic Picture , 
but t hese hE"d en a t mosph er e of "L.lly Sl o pe r " or "Judy " eb out 
th em. 

/,b ou t No . 127 "Our Le t t or Box· · c ea sed t o be , weekly 
fectur e, t huug b it still Qpp~~r cd c t ir r ~gular int ~rv els, en d 
a l itt l e l a t er f e ded out alt ogethe r . 

In Ho .155 ste rt ed 110scer of .!..lbio n" , ur, a Brit on ' s 
Revenge 0

, pic t uring Bri tein in Drui d ic a l Tim e s. I t deserves 
mentio n here because Br ett publis he d the auth or' s neme . It 
wes given es Leigh Bow . 

There s t e r t ed in No . 119 e r ep r int seri al f r om "Young 
Men of Gr ee t Britrin " , 11The Scapcgrece of the Schoo l ; or , 
Th e ~venture s of Dick Ughtheer t" . This V!EIS now f ol l owed , 
in No .1 ,.0 , by a s equ ~l bc or i ne the trem end ous title of 0 The 
Scepe grace e t Se e ; or, The .l.dvent ur es of Dick Li gh t hee rt 
en t he See , Unde r t he Se e, On t ho Lend, a nd in th e Cent r e of 
the Eer th •11 I don't wish t o cas t e.ny tis pe rsions but th a 
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under the seF p orti on introduced a ~sterioU3 Cep t a in Homo 
whc, owned ,. submarine boet . He didn't, h owevllr, cell it 
"The Ncutilua" • The at or,y woa sa l i:>llC' ea i ta title ee it 
rsn tu ninety-one oheptera. Th~ in No.194 it wee succeed 
by another sequel, "The Soepegr<"oe of Lond on". One illu.et 
ti on t o the latter gives en idea of the kind of humour pre
vailing in thoee dey•. It depicts ,. l obster hs .nging by the 
olewe between two gentleman. one clew holde number one 
gentlemen by the nose while the other h olds number two by 
the eer . 

In No.2 18, Oct.27/lBBO, three serials st a rted. "Al on e 
in the Pirate• a Leir", "''/h o shell be Leeder?", r,nd "Chevy 
Chese ". Th ese were th e thr ee se ri e ls thet ap p ea red in 
No . l of "Boys of Ellgl Pnd" . Evidently, Brett's or igiMl 
int ention of one new st ozy t o two old ones was beginning t o 
slide over~<>ard. Ls three o ther aerials were still running 
that particular number had oix eeriels besides pert of the 
rirst st ozy in e series the t atsrted the previous week It 
else had a serial I.rtiole. 

Boys of those dsye liked even their ap orte ertiolee 
fioroe, slld rootbell, fencing, end fishing were replaced by 
li on-bunting, gorille-lnmting, rnd kindred pastimes . 

Chriauiea Numbers were got out eer:!7. The one f or 
1881 W!!B published with Nu .275 on lied. Nov, }0th, The week 
before this c aerial oppecred which ht,d cot been previously 
ann ounced. "Th & Fl' t ol Cord, e ttele or Backw oo ds Retributi o " 
'l'he ,.uth or woe Cflpt . h!r:,ne Reid, who hPd previously written 
it speciolly r or "Boye of EDglend". J,. portr e i t of ME-yne 
Reid <.ccupi ed the fr ont page in No.2 77. 

In No .}02 eppesrod e new school t a le "Unlucky Bob; "r 
OUr Boye et Sch oo l.". Unluck;y Bob was one Bob Cherzy; but, 
in thie case, Bob Cherry played the pert of Bill)' Bunter, 
:CoP--he -~.tat--boy...<>:C the ach · ,ol ~ he-illus.trati one._ 
depict him na e ccmicel l oc king ti«Ure, somewh at leaa thrn 
Bunter both -ys . He wore check trouaera; his Et on j E>cket 
seemed on th e point of bursting; flild hie "topper", p erch ed 
on the beck o :C his hea d, would lulve turned »•Arey green -
but not with e,ny. 

1.Uthor•s n,,mes were bec o ming quite ., reature, ! or in 
No .n3 ct'lllB "J eck Ste edt e st; or, \7reok end Rescue", by 
J ~mes Greenwood . end sh ortly e fter 1 in No.328, "P aul Dorwen 
..:..r, Driven t o Sol'". -'Tho £1uth or, 0 1- course. wes Percy 
St .J ohn. 
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Th vr<, w, e nu indic rti on in No . 338 th a t r nything un-

t ~,aerd w,, s , bout t o bPppen . .:,. n otice on tho b r ck prgo srid 

thfl t in No .339 w~uld b<.gin ''Fr flnk Fr oo lend; th e l ed who won 

the Vi ct.; rie cr-., s s11
, e nd ~ s ec vnd se ri Pl "Tho Yell ow Chief"' , 

by CPpt. MPyne Re id . 
No .339 neve r meteri olized; bu t the "Boys of Englrnd 

Re-Issue" No .4 63, dated Feb . 27th, 1683, •!>perred m t h th e 

httedingS of "Our Boys' J ournel" rnd 11Ycw,g Men of Gree t 
Brit • in Re-Issu e" in s!Dl'll f acsimil e over its O>.'ll title 

blo ck. The s cri t:ls f rom bo th pr pers \;,ere t aken ovor , end 

thrt pmlticuler number c ont a ined t on aerie.ls be sides p short 

s t ury i , l onging t o e seri e s. It says much fo r the Edi t or ' s 

ge nius th at th e edditi onel se ri als <iere ac commoceted -.tlthout 

W'lduly inconveni ~ncing th e r egul ar re Pdere of th o " Boys of 

Engl end R~-Issu c" ; but it t oo .:. th e t p~or t hing nin e weeks 

t o ge t brck t ~ normel. 

TCl\1 l.!ERRY 'S O:,N 

!.lendeville Publice.tions, 10/6d . 

Yes, it •a all from the same master pen this year , eve 

word of it. Tru e , the foreword be e.re two signatures -

Frank Ricbe.rd s and !Aartin Clifford - but that won' t puzzlo 

you. 
Pride of place is given to "The Ghost of Billy Bunte r" , 

se ven ty pages of it . "Tom Merry' s Christmas Pres ent 11 is 

onl y a littl e short er. And this is n 't the only sto ry in 

which St .Jim ' s plays a part , in particular D'Arcy . Fo :,, 

there , s "A. Lodging fo r the Ni ght" i n which we meet Jack of 

all Trades once again. A r eally fine yarn this . 
Tha t old f avourite King of the Isla nds rea ppe ars in 

"ilJnmll the Shark'' en<l a Carcroft stor., completes the 200 

pages of good, cle ar type. 
tlaybe Rookwood fane would hav e preferred a Jinm\Y Silve 

story 1n preference to the Cercrof t one; t hat • s 111/1 only 

criticism. 
Last year there were aome adverse comments on t he 

illustreti vns. Ther e won I t be this, for the dust jacket 

comes from the pencil of our own R. J . l,lacdonald , and it• a 

a re al work of e.rt. Be does most of the inside illustra

tions t oo . It's jus t lik e old times . 
Finsl thought . How does th e master do it ? 
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tn:tR~~i¥i~d A.~~: p~~:omp~:t:~y!~B came a letter from 
11 In Tom Merry's Own" there is 8 story of Jack of All 

Trades meeting Arthur AlJ8U8tus D 'Lroy . It is extremely 
good. Tha t is no overstatement. It ie in my opinion, 
the fines t s t or,y that Charles H.emilton has written for years 
It is the re el D' Lroy - .10t ju.st the chump , Dut the gentle 
man, and es such th e very beet of all Charles Hamilton's 
characters. It is 8 stor;y to recommend. to everyone. It 
can be reed end enjoyed by people of all 9888 - a perfect 
litt l e meaterpiece. 11 

Mr. Pound also com:nente favourably on the other s tor~es 

LETTER BOX (contd . 

s/ 10/52 
Def'r Sir, 

fr cm p. 356) 
HO\\' You Fellows 

32, Normecot Roe d, 
Longton , 

St oke-on..irrent,St e ffs 

Will you s end me p erticulars of the Old Boys Book Club? 
I , ·m crippled with Infantile Pt>rolysis, "nd r ee ding is my 
only comfo rt in lif e . Some years ego I h~d e g ood collecti o1 
of Gems, Mrgnets, Boys ' Friends etc., but hed t o sell them 
to ho lp my moth er when my f eth er died. 

Yours sincerely, R. FCNE. 
(~ : - I he vo hE·d some co rr esponde nc e with Mr .F one, t'.nd I 
feel th et if "llY member bles se d with good hee lth could help 
him in his l one ly houra by sending him Pny odd c c•pies they 
f eel they could spe r e they would be hel ping in " good c euae. 

B.L. ) 
Troe sure 11Down Under" 

Q.uotte fr om ~Erni~ C_ert~, 2 _C"o 11-e:. filreot ,_ 
Kingsf ord, Sydn ey , 1.ustrelis. 

·~ie struck s tre s sure chest in Sydney r ecently - Syd 
Sl!l:yth, Fr enk 4 ~nes, end l!IYSelf - e collection we boug ht up -
600 Nels on Lees, 400 Lwgne ts, tind 800 Gems ! ~ So you n e ver 
kn ow whflt is r ound the corner, do rou? It cost us a conside ~ 
able sum but we.a worth it. 11 

(.t.mezing, isn't it? - H.L. ) 

Roger Jenkins bed en interview with Fr "nk Richerds on 
Oct ober 20th, ,,nd h<'s written en int eresting eccount of it . 
T,oo k n ut. £or i t. n....._+ ........... +\.. 



H A M I L T O N I A N A 

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby 

Tom )(erry Back a t Clavering. Did ;you know about this, 
;you f'ell"""? In the "Sun" (t.malge.m,,ted Preas) d a ted 
Octo b er 25th, there started "Tom Merry's Schooldays" a aerial 
whic h takes r;4r ht back to th e very begiJlningl Yea; we;y baa 
45 ;years. The first instalment hurries through the 
Claver:lng days and prepares for the departure to St.Jim's. 
Th er e's been a bi t or revis:lng, of' course. Dr. Holmes 
arrives in e car, f or instance; oth erwise it's very muob 
the s ame . To ad d to t he nostalgia, th e r e ' s two illustrs
tiollB b;y R. J. Mecdonsld. I wonder if th ore i s a day 
c oming when we shell. rsslly have th e lll8gnet or Gem back once 
more . 

ThG "Radio Times " Comes a Cropp er . 1(y no rd \ The 
"Radio Tim es" didn 't hslf make a bloomer the other wee k. In 
s cross-word puzsl e a ol.u o waa "Jolly Tom of Gr cyf riars 11 

( fiv e lettere). Sure enoug h they ga v e th e answer the foll 
:lng week as "Merr;y". I wonder how lll8J\Y raps on the knuckles 
the y go t . L:flywey, th o;y did bow t hei r he ads and publish in 
vor;y small type at th e bot tom of a column th c f oll ow:lng: -

rj·rong Coll c.ge 
Th e crosswo rd set b;y P e t er ':Tood 
On th e whcle was ra th er good, 
But when we c cime to clue twe lv e down 
The ftnswer there rai sed quite a frown . 
Unl es s t he s t or;ybooks are li er e 
Tom Men')' waan•t at C:reyiriara, 
The hero a t t hat famous collage 
Was ll8rr;y Wh f'rton, ;you 'll acknowledge . 

1.rthur Tyr er Li 'verp oo l 11. 
Live rp ool, ehl How a bout Fr a nk Caac do:lng a bit of 

aleuthing again, e.Dd track Mr . Tyrer down? Looks like a 
pro sp ccti ve mcmber for t he Me rseyside Club . 

Coi.ncid enc E.? Tha 11Cr.rlisle Jo urnal. 11 on llugus t 8th 
published th e will of - Mr. Cherl os Vernon-smit h, Gr c yfri a re, 
Springs Roe d, Keswi ck . Our t1lert r e~ders don't miss much, 

he? hanks Mr. ob art a 
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t o Si.!_l6epo:- e 

Rece ntly Er i c F ayne j ourn ey od by ai r ;= •d. st ayed a f e w 

we eks th ere . \1el l , as you will r etzlembe r , o ne of t he b e st 

Megn e t se r ies of long ago took s ome of th e Gr eyf ri e re t h or e . 

He r e vi vi d ly he c ompares t hei r jo urn ey wi th hi e. I t 's 

rath er l ong bu t I am sure you wi l l agree it' s wort h al l t he 

sp a c e de voted to it . 

BI LLY BU?,'TER' S smo.:u>oRE, - e nd MINE 

~,ey bec k in th e p e ac ef ul Thi r ti e s, Bi l ly Bunte r, with 

BarrY ~lharton & Co . , Fe rr ers Loek e, and Wun Lung vi s i ted 

S i ngap or e . Twenty y ears la t e r , in t he 1,ugust of t hi s y oe.r 

of grsoe, Nin e t e e n Hundr e d an d Fif ty - tw o , I fo llowed t hem . 

I wond e r whe t changes I f.>und f rom t h e Sing a po r e of' Bunte r' s 

fam ous vi sit . 
Bun t er end his fri ends we r e es corting •:,un Lung t o th o 

la tt e r's home in Ch1ne, so t h a t he migh t be free f rom th e 

dc,vil m<-nt of t h e mands r in, ·r a ng 1:/ang an d the Re d Drego n Tong 

I n th o t ho us ands of Chin es e whom I brush e d sh o ulde rs with 

this hugust, I won de r i f I met a ny of th e e mi s sar ie s o f th e 

fi e nd i s h manda rin . If so , they l e f t me a lon e , t ho ugh t he 

smell of gE>rl ic which omnnsto d f r om t h1,..i r per so ns s ometimes 

1DL1de me wond e r if t hey '1e r e t rying t o po ison me . At cny 

r <'t e , I s e w pl en t y of' Red Drago ns i.n Singapo r e 's Chinat own . 

Fr e nlc Ri c ha rd s c e ll e d Singo.pore t h e "Qu ~e n City of t he 

Fe r Eoe t". No body to whom I s pok e ha d eve r hc ord it 

r e f e rr e d to quite so eup he mis ti ca l l y , bu t i t is c e rtainly 

on i nt<, r cs ting ci ty . t/hcthc r it hP e e ny r igh t t o b e 

ca ll ed the Qu ~en City I c o nn o t sey , bu t it i s c e rtainly t h e 

"Lion City" . Th o name S ingapo re comes f ro m tw o S anskr i t 

word.a , "Sing a Pura. 11 , mcc.ning 11Li on City ", e nd rec al ls t he 
tim e be f or e t he e.rr i vc l of I s l a m whe n In d ian i nfl u e n ce we e 

pre d ominan t. Ev e n t o-d ~ , t he )!<>la y s c s .1 1 i t "T umssik' ' ,

Sea Town, - be c ause 6 r-1. tS .ne tJgn>ve - swamp11- ~_..8 pP<>Ximi t y 

to t he s ee . 
HD,rry 'Jho rton E'nd Co. t hrew MBl eyan s il ver dol l.a.re 

( wort h 2/ 4 to-dey ) into th e se n , e nd wa tched th em being 

div ed fo r by t he y oung men of' th e "Orcng Kall a.ng", s ea 
pe opl e . To -<ia y t he y c ould no t do t hot, f o r j us t be f or e 

\/ orld V/o r Two th o pract ic e was s t op p ed of t e r o n e of th e 

di v e r s was ea.t o n by c shar k. . 
.LJs th e "S il v e r Stat' ', F erre.rs Lock e ' e y a c h t, a pproach e 

t he Li on City, Bob Ch e rry said emphatica l ly , sp ea king o f 

t he view , "Gl ori ous". .£.nd Johrul;y Bull. es. i d "Jol ly~ " 
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They T1~r e both right. ~ the pPse onger ~cf'ns over the 

deck-~11 Pnd wrtchee Singppore islPnd come 1n";o view, he 
will see it turn from a !DBUve-tint ed lll01ll>d set in an emerald 
sea into a strip of bnd, lush with gre en veg e tation end 
speckled with warm p ~tch ee of co l our . Palm trees give way 
to th e f amous sky - line of the city, with the greet Cethay 
Cine= towering in the becqround lilc o a st ern s entina l. 

t,ctuz,lly,I did not .see it lilce that .when I first arrival 
in Singa por e, but I """ really just aa fortunet c as Bob 
Cherry. I arrived by t.ir,- end going into $1.ngepore by !'1.r 
is ,n unforgettable exp erience. J:.JJ the plane appro cohed 
th e island in th e blazing red sun of ee rly evoning , I saw 
th e b eeuty of the OOllStlin e , broken h ere end thoro by pstch e , 
of r ed end wb.1 to th , ·t mark the built-up a .rans. Tb.is pano
rama soon gr,ve woy to e view of the e:xtansi ve herbour, and , 
es the pl •ne b, nked, the Singapor e Riv or became visible. 

But the gr~atost b eauty of Singapore to mv e.t t ha t 
moment wes that I wee meeting 11\Y very best pal t here ,- the 
fin est fell ow in the v,orld. How"vwr, I ""' digressing. 

Billy Bunter did not eppreciate the view of Singapore 
bDrbour, as the greceful yecht steamed in. 

"It•s bot~ 0 grunted Bunter. "Now we 're go ing to be 
cooked in Singapore . " He 1"18 ri gh t. Singapore • a climate 
is hot and lwmid 'lrl th an •v ~rage maximum temp or e ture for th e 
whole year of 86 degroe s F. end a minimum of 75 d egree s F. 
personally, it suited me down to the ground. Reinf' e ll 
svereges 95 inch es, though very littl e foll during r;,y month 
in the Lion city. 

Billy Bunter WBnted something more m,,t eri cl truin 
scenery, so Bob Cherry informed him sarc~stic ~l ly thl't thor e 
wt1s o trf!mwey cs bore. 11l'm glrd, 11 snorted Bunter. "I 'd 11.lt-3 
to see eometh1ilg civilised. I'm gled there ' s trrms." 

Hell, there are no tn>ma ~ore to-day. ~I~ c-oi.il~ a-· ' 
not fil>d r.n,ybody who ev er rem embered e. tram thoro. I esked 
our '""og" whether he had seen trams in the Lion City. He 
could not und erst and me, so I drew whet I thought ..re,i e fair 
picture of e t1'81D. He nodded in delight. 

"Oh, y ea," he informed me. "Pl enty of bebios' cred1ee 
in Singe .pore." 

The t wee 11\Y l est ef fort et urt in the Lion City. It is 
probable that ther e were trems when Billy Bunter went to the 
Fer Eoet t1renty ye~ra ego , for there i s ~ aystom of dil api
det ed end dirty trolley-buses •t the prosent time. 



t,bcn th ey won t ashoro, Bunter co mmented , "Fa ncy motor
cers here, y ou know." Harry llhe rton r eplied, "Fethead t 
There ere hundreds o f cars here t" · 

land so th e r e are. Huge post-war cars , seemingly in 
their millions, race a t break-neck spee d all over th e islBnd 
I hev e been in towns ell over Europ ~ , but I hev e never seen 
a traffic system so te=ifying as that of Singapore. Care 
li ig and small but mostly liig,- texis in swerm,,,- motor
cycles, - trishacars,- they tear along en mease. tlhen you 
drive aloll8, they pass you on e ither aide, roaring through 
where th e re i s a email opening, or even where th e r e isn't. 
1.cci d ents give a continuous performance. The death - rate 
on th e roads is enonnous • Fortunat e ly they have liig 
famili es in the Lion City, so p e r haps the loss of one or two 
n ow e nd th e n is not noticed. I h a ve dr:19en in th e rush 
hours of London, Peri e , Brussels, Genoa, end York without 
turning e hair. But I wee a creven cowa rd on th e roads of 
Singapo r e. 

Billy Bun t e r insulted s Maley gent l emen by referring 
to him as a ni gge r. Fr e nk Rich e rds mention e d th e quiet 
courtes y of the Msleye..n race, end, as usua l , h e was complete 
ly occurete. The Ma.lays ere e viril e end c~ref r ee r ece. 
True sons of the soil , they ere by neture courteous, end 
heve a dignity which prompted Frank Richerds, and othe r 
wri tere, to refer to them as "Nature's gentlemen" • 

Bunter wrn t ed t o t e ke o Jinriclcshs, end e s th e re was 
only one Jinrickshs in sight , he cherect e ristically decided 
to h s ve that on e himself . That we e tw en ty years e go . 

To -day th ere e r e no Jinrickehews in Singap ore. That 
co lourful con trivanc e h~e been repl aced. since the war by 
the Trishew,- or Trisha Har. It i s reel.ly a cycle-rickshaw 
Bunttr could h ?rdly he v e th e exp e r ience of finding only on e 
of these conv eyances. ~t11ey-- swarnr-1n - every--street . 
Thous t>nds of Trish.awe, - strenge and colourful contraptions,
weave through Singapore traffic, givu,g motorists a headache 
with their unpredictable lllElnoeuvres. 

r ,ben th e Gr eyf ri e ra chums P"id th ei r visit to S ingapore 
Fr a nk Rich ~rd. s commented, "In Sin,grtpore , es in oth er cities 
of the Far Eest , on~ takes a rickshaw es one t ekes a ttai 
in th e \'/est •11 

Th"t is lwrdly so t o -day. Prob a bly e f ew visitors 
ha v e a Trishew rid e, j ust f or th e nov e lty. L. thoue t>nd tim e s 
during m:, s t ay over ther e , a Triahllw men slo?l ed up besid e 



,-~~~~~~~~~~,,s- ~~~~~~~~~~ 

mo, vigor ously rillging h.is bell, Pnd in weird j r r gon,invi t ed 
mo to rid e . I ne.ver did, though, Pnd I never once s,rw a. 
whit e '""n riding in, Trishsw . 

Most white t'olk ride in texis, wldch swerm like ants, 
for th e buses e r e dirty end pecked with natives. The wcperi
onced tr , veller does not ask the taxi-driver whet th e cherge 
is. He peys whet he thinks is s rossonsble fsro, - snd l eaves 
t he driv er cursing in some weird . Jergen . To avoid being . 
swindled in 51:ngepore is s full-time job , end it becomes 
quite s pestime . 

mlil e Billy Bunter wee b eing kidnepped by the rescall,y 
r icl<Bhsw driver, !!he r est of the Co. went to the Botsnicel 
Gerdens, So did I, following the exampl e of the f amous. , It 
is en int e r esting spot. No doubt th e chums wcro informed 
t het it was in t~ Botanic al Gardens thet the Mlllayan rubber 
industry hr d its birth, en d sow some of the oldest rubber 
trees in Meloya,- tr ues which !Wvo lived, meybe , since the 
start of the industry . The l eke is b eautiful, ,rith w,,ter
lili es rnd lotus flowers, end I gu ess thet th o chums walked 
pes t th e l eke int o th e petch of virgin jungl e , where bends 
of fri ~ndly, chet t ering monkeys desc end from the trees, some 
tightly clutbhing t heir offspring to their briests , to accep 
titbits from sightseers. Jey pel end I bought nuts from the 
crowd of Chin 0s e schoolchildren st th e ge t es , snd fed th em to \-
the monkeys, in th e same wey thet Bob and Harry did twenty 
y cors back. 

l.ll the some , I em r a ther surprised that the Gr ~yfri ers 
f ellows d i d not go t o Hew Per Vi ll e , in pr ef er ence t o the 
Botenice l Gardens. Hew Per Vill e i s s magnificont Chines e 
gr-rdt.;n, wit h en ope n-air wl:'xworks , 8 pictures qu e swi.nning 
poo l, end e gl orious view of the see . Probably Fe= ors Loe 
f e lt t he t the Chin ese, Chember of Horro r s, - which is r erll,y 

- gruesome with s cepfiiir ' G' , - was no e lTt ,iig lit forni s 
y outhfUl oherges. But how they would hev e loved it. 

On th e wey beck from the Botrnicel Gard ens th e Greyf r ir 
chums hPd r ri.errow eecPpe fr om tin .Lmok,- a Ma.lay dri v en mlld 
by sun-stroke or op ium. His nsk0d f ee t pattered up the 
etr ~e t . I did not s ee any .'..mok myse lf, but th ere era plant 
of rwk<ld feet. I found it e work of art to avoid the bare 
f ee t, until somoone arid thet it didn ' t lll'1tter, ca they woul 
no t f eel it oven if I trod on them. Of cours e, after you 
hove survived th.e pc:ril of ~ rid e in r car rou.nd Singeipore , 
~ =d 1.mok soome hermless by comparis on . bnd my pPl end I 
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rode on e motor - b ik e som0 of the tim e. 

Ret·d e rs will recE' ll that Bunt e r end Nugent were kid
nepped b;y th e vi l l ainous Ah Feng, en d we re lrl.dden aWE>;y in a 
low dive in Singepor e 1 s Chine t own. 'When m::r p a l Elnd I visite 
Chi.ne t own , wh i c h we did on seve r Etl occeeiona , th e f i endieh 
mende ri n, Teng t"leng, was E't th e be ck of o ur minds, Emd we 
often l ooked nervous ly ove r our sh oulders .. 

In this crowded erea,- in i ts highways and bywsys,- one 
aces scenes r eminiscent of E'l\Y Chin e s e city with its teeming 
populat i on mill i ng in the five-foot ways. ':Ii th our ea rs 
fi ll ed with the high-pitched c ri es of v e nd.e ra and t he c hat t er 
of women eind ch:1.ldren, we saw str ~nge merchandise ell eround. 
us. From the windows fll.~tt ered the fami.ly wash, - not on a 
line , but strung out on b Fmboo po l e s, looking for E'll the 
world lik e an array of mi l ti-co l oured • ann ers . 

One Sat urday nigh t, of all times in the wee k , we found 
ourselves l oa t in Chine t own. The a i r was filled with the 
bc &cl o f Chin ~s e diolects , mingled with th e crash And thunder 
of gongs e nd cymbal s accompanied by the c licking of wooden 
sticks end the piping of flutes. The S tr enge e erie a tmos
ph,sr e of the a r ea t oo k hold of ua str ange l;y, pr oviding ua 
wit h en impreaaion of th e Orient which will l est through the 
years . 

Herry Uha rton end Co . were a l arme d a .t a sud d en terrific 
din which wee ep pro ac hing them a l ong the road. It turned out 
t o b e a Chin e se fun eral . I frequen tl;y <:ncountered this 
s tr e nge si g ht in th e st r ee ts of Singapore . 

The fu.n~ra.J. pr oc es sion c ons ists of a stri.ng of lorries, 
ec.c h one of .,.,hich bears the neme of the decea s ed on ~ l ong 
be nr..er r ound the vehicl e . First comes a brass - bend, with a 
terr if ic cleshing of cy,abals, pl a ying liv el;y tun e s . Then 
c ome s th e hea rs e, highly decora ted a nd pi.cturesque . The thi:c 
, ca rri es the mourn ers ., clad i.n -a.a~h -'1nd -S aAQ.8~ba.,..l-
f oo t ed, and weeping loudl;y. They e re proto ct ed f r om th e sun 
by •l ack umbrellvs. Fin.oll,y combs o v e hic l e l c d en with IDPg
ni fic e nt wre~th e s . e nd dec or e tad with gaily-coloured benne rs . 
On th o lest lo rry rid e se v e:r,,,l people whose task it is to 
discharge deafen:l.ng .!i r e-c r ecke rs. 

The entire · cOrteg e moves e t e t c rrif~c speed , like 
ev eryt hiD(s e l se in Singap ore. In passing, it is the claim 
of every Chin e se i n Singepo r e thet h e has onoug h gold in hi s 
\ <,eth to bury him. One cen wel l believe it . The go lden 
l ee r of th e Singapore Chin ese is quite disc onc e rti ng . 

\'lhile Nug\,.:nt and Bunter we r e in dur anco vil e , f ood was 
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br c.ugh t t o t hc.:JJ, much t o Bunt e r' a r eli e f . Tht.r o wre an 

rppetising ud our pr oc ee ding fr om th o bowls. 
11 I s~y , whDt i s 1 t?" esk ed :Bunt er , oe gorq 
"Ricet " &Pid th o Chinamen . 
Fr ank Richards expl a ined th • t Bunter d id not rc• liso 

th e t "rice 11 , wi t h a Chinese, sip.ifies s moa.l.. 
~,e de, not kn ow f or c ert e in what it wee toot Bunter •nd 

NUgon t •t o on th .. t occasion, but S ingep oro is very f amous 

for , n old Chine s e di sh ce ll ed "N" si Gor eng" . The Hitlerie h 

s ound of th o neme is just e coin c idence. J.n othor pop ular 
Chi.nes e c onc o ot is:>n i s oe, li ed "Mer Mee " • 

Lty pa l end I had bo th di s hes plcced b of or o us c,n d iff er 

en t vc cssi ons, but we j ust coul d not fac e up t o it . The smelb. 

of it """ t oo r eminieo on t of th o f ~erful odours whic h emerge 
fr om the gr a os ome-l ooking Chin es e oeting dons, end t h<> un

sav oury f ood etelle w!uch ab ound evc ryw hore on th o iel end . 
Bunt er onjo ;y&d it , - but t hen , Bunter waa hungry, 

es usu.Pl . 
Th e ment i on of "ri ce " br ings t o mind •n int eresting 

p oint . Legend he s it th•t th e bl oodt!u r st;y J oven csa la id a 

curs e en th e isl r nd , meld.ng the so il unfruitful . Even to 
thi s doy it is impossi ble to grow ric e t h ore , - ~nd, in fee t, 

ve ry littl e o f anything will grow on Singnp or e isl and . 
Spe •ld.llg of food, I think thl't Bunt e r must hevo b e<>n ·:, 

oorry t o l GCv o Sing apor e . He must hl've r ev elled 1n tho 
supe rb iC '-~r os m end orangead e, - s o d iff ere nt fro m t he 

sweut ened whitewesb we cell ic e-or oPm and tho ae r cted weter 
we cr ll ~ s oft drink OYer her e . 

Horry rthe rt on commented, " Lota of people sp eak English 

in Singap or e 111 

So th<;;y do , - but t he y are English p eop l e . I <!id not 
find onv nl"ti vo, - 11.E' l fly, Chin es e , or Ind.1.en, - nho bed mu.ch 

- co mmt'rico f =~ · - !!:vett' the-ne-ti."T1>&-in-the-governmen 
o ffi ces , Pnd th e sh opk eope rs, know very li ttlo o f our tongue 

Tho few sente nces they heve , they murmur w1 th en .:..r.,orican 

accent, - du e t o t ho influ ence of Y~nk ee films . 
In th e c inemee,- Englieh - ep ePld.ng films sro shown for 

t ho most pert. But unde r the big screen, on whi ch th e 

picture is sh own, is ano th er &ZDPller scr een, on which sl i de s 

er e flpsh ed in Chine s ,. , expleining the st c ry . 
J.noth or c oinci denc e o ccUITed v,ben t'te s aw t he film 

"MDcM" foDturing J Dne Russ ell . For whe n the Grcyt'risre 
chums l eft Singep ore th ey went t o Hong Kong . Th er e, Billy 
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Bunter sl ipped ewny on P f erry t o th e Portuguese port of 

Jo!BcPo , whur o he visited e ge~ling-<ien t o p l • y F<'n-ten. 

Ha:rr.Y "!lhert on end Co. went afte r ltl.m, of co urs e . 

The only ditterence wee th e t the Co. found Eilly Bunt er 

in llcceo , while 111/f pel end I f ound Jene Russell. Ue would 

~ther heve f ound old Biliy. 
Lik e the femous chumB, I bed t o leeve Singepore eventu 

e lly, th ough I wee not fleeing from th e vengeance of the 

Menderin. On 111/f wey home , I stopped et Bomba,y ,whera it Wtl S 

1IJY i ntention t o visit Bbanipur. Enquiries, howeve r , e licit 

ed the feet th.et th e Ne bob of Bb,,nipur, Hurree Singh , bed 

lbf t Indie tu be in ti.me for the new tarm et Greyfri ere . 

BUt, in en;y cese, the heat wee fer more oxhaueting then that 

of 5ingapore,- so pe r haps it wee es wall. 

li!egnet Titles ( Con t d.) 

''5° C<:note s Substi tut e. 
1062, The Schemer of th e Remove . lo63, Herry Wh arton ' s 

E;neqy . 1064, Playing the Gl'me . lo65, Tried end True. 

lo66 , In Borrowed Plum es. lo67, 1. Fortun e et Stoke. 

lo68, Billy Bunter's Book-M&ker. 1069, Billy Bunter's 

Luck. 1070, Bunter the Boe s. 1071 , B:Llly Bunter • e Circus 

1072, Bunt er's Bi g Bl uff. 1073, Bil ly Bunter's Bodygu,,rd. 

1074, Chums vf the Circus. 1075, The Orde r of the Boo t . 

1076 , Bunter Com~s t o Ste y . 1077 (s) Th e Secret of the 

Sc hoo n~r. 1078, The J ep er of Greyfriars . 1079 , Be C<.reful 

Chr i sto pher. 1080, Tho Bey with a Pest . 1081, Rallying 

Round Cl'rboy. 1082, .W.l Through Bunter . 1083 ( s ) Sh unn ed 

by the Form . 1084, The Rebel of th e Fifth . 1065, ~Ibo 

pun ch ed Prout? 100 , , The F orm-llester • e Feud . 1087, The 

Phentom of th o Cl've . 1088 , Th e Cl u e of t h e Corel Knli' e. 

- 1089, Hmrted Down. 1090r-l}ndar Bunter' s TtNJDb. 1091 {;,) 

Bunter Bi g--Oemo Hunter. 1092 , From Sch oo l t o Hollywood . 

1093, Bound f or .wncrice. 1094 , Horry ':lh,.rto n & c o . i n 

New Yvr k. 1095, GreyfriPr& Chums in Chicego . 1096, H" ld 

up by Bl'Ddits . 1097 , Bunte r' s 1.mlls1ng 1.dventure . 1098 , 

Barry ~ihl'rto n & Co. in Hollywood. 1099, Bil~ :s=ter on 

t he Films . 1100, Tho Hero of Hollywood. 

lle ve 1920 " HOLID./J AN?fCIAL" (one pltlt e - the frontispi ec e -

missing) to swep f or l'?ly ei:xtoen consecuti v e or eny twenty-

tiv e non-c s n~u~c~~l!U G~!S ~t~und§f e~ell covg~ 
-cjJ•Edtt ~~' 'C.'D: •O • e 5 . ox o. {C ena s 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

London Sec tion. 
Chea;y Pl ace , ,:oo d Green. :iWld"y Oct ober 19th, 1952. 

Inclement we,ther did not •ffect the a ttend cnce e nd our 
populer ch•i rm •n onoe more obly to e k the chtlir, The usuBl 
fo:nD8lities were soon dealt with end t hen Len thanked tho se 
present for the greetings t elegra m sent from Hove . It wee 
s t ate d how well the monthly news letter ruu, been received 
ond members that hl've not sent their particulore t o Cher lie 
r/right fo r the po tted persorwlities • re es ked to do so. The 
ri sing costs of Pdministr£1 t ion wes the subjec t of a propoa~l 
by E . ReYl">l ds • nd Chcrlie </ri g ht, but on the amendment of 
Bob Blythe end R . Godsa ve it wes decided t o l ee v e the me tter 
over to the l.nnur l Gener• l Mee ting r.he n th e subject ,nn be 
deb e ted. Roger Jenki.ns, wi r ble to b e present owing t o 
pr evious eng agements includi.ng P vi s it to our est e emed 
pres ide nt , Fr r nk Ri c hC'rds, ld.nd ly f u.rni sbed the moin quiz. 
This wes e schoo l 1 s quiz end Bob .. /bite r Wl'S the ,'Tinner u1 th 
Cliff Ul' llis end Len P• ckmen in the pl cces. ~ Eight 
questi on quiz on CedC1r Cr eek ,·,os won by Len, wi th Cherli e 
,;/right • nd Bob ':/bit e r in th e s econd plcce. The ever popul " 
elimin e tor quiz, k ey word Gesl , wee won by E. Reyn olds , Bob 
Blythe woe second and Len third. The question of the bedge 
wes held over to n ext month e s r e pl i e s from the ot!'l.er clubs 
C're E'VTL"i t e d . Off ici iil busin uss be il18 ov er t1 gr eond discus
s io n on the ri vr l ccr it s c f Ed..-rJ Se~ rles Br ooks ond Fr enk 
Ri c he rds then t oo k pl rce . This pr o ved t o be very en j oy ~bl & 
e nd it ?Tent down well. November mee ting a t Eost Dul.wi vh on 
Sundry 16th. Copi es of "Tom Merry' s Onn11 hevc now been 
s e nt out to t>ll thos e who roqu e sted them. 

UNCLE BENJ.i.MIN. 
Norlh orn Sectio n .Me eting , Octob~ r 11th, 1952 . 

J . Bree z t Bcntl ~y in th e c hr ir w~rmly we lcomed He rb e r t 
Sidebottom who had b ven unable to be pres en t for some time 
owi ng to l' aovere i llness . 

S ocr e t rry Normen Smith onnounc e d thBt wo hsd bee n e'ol e 
to book the room for the Christ'""s Perty fo r S oturdry , 
Dec cm'oer 13t h, It would b e opp r ecie.ted if those who hopo t, 
come would advi s e him es soon e s possible to h . lp c e toring 
~,Vr't~1~ ~nte. The feo 5/- rs usuel. It will be ,,on 
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Tr~esurer-Librarian Gerry illison said that for once 1t 

bed been a quiet mont~. NeTertheleas we ere still solvent 
with a bank balance of £12.4.11. 

Star turn of the evening wee Stanley Kni Lht, who brough1 
along a most i.llgenious "141ssing Letter" puzzl e . \7het provec 
to be quite familier names (20 of them) had to be formed 
letter by letter. Jerry won (he would) by several lengths 
On on e occasion, or ><·as it two, he got the answer in the 
msnner of Jack Train almost berore Norman Haclc!orth ha11 
announced th e object. It was a rea lly entertaining hell 
hour for ev~n those who, l~k e m_yse lf, were wel1 in th e reer, 
thoroughly enjoyed it . 

Lftor refr eshment s th e Chairman r <>ed s oma extrects from 
e Msgnet, "Billy Bunter, Li e n-Tamer 11 , cr e Etting roers of 
laughter the while. 1.. jolly ev ening all round,d eclered tho 
fifteen members present. 

Next mee ti.llg, November Rth. 
H. Lec k enby, 

Northern Section Correspond ent. 

Midl and Section Meet ing 1 29th September, 1952. 

No l ees then thr ee new members were present, {Mr. P . J... 
Brown, Principal of Gravelly Hill College; Mr. ~/. <(. Morgen 
of Sutton Coldfield; and Mr. J... L. Smith), e s .,ell ea e 
goodly muster of stalwarts. 

During the month sine~ our l es t meeting, events h ed 
b een moving swiftly behind the scenes, end so there wee e 
considerab l e amount or news fo r members. !.ccordingly 
therefore, af ter ,io looming our n ew members end dealing with 
the minutes, th o foll oWing were r eport ed upon: -
1. Chang e of Club Uce dqU£rt ers. The "bl ock" booking et the 

- >-- -T ownsend C.lub wq,kee-with our Nov"'4l>er-m<>et-lll6-=- 
fortunetely , but it is very pl e., eing to record tlwt 
act i ve enquiri es by our Chairmen heve rosulted in our 
securing v e ry eetisfeotory eccommodetion et the Chembez 
of CoDJD.erce, New Street, fro m Jenuary, end for the 
Christmas Party, e t ·the Y .M.C .i..., De lo End. 

2. Club Bedges. Th ~se .will be E>voi l eble f ~irly soon to 
members, e t 2 , '6d cec h. 1.. brooch type for l E>dies, end 
r l epel type ·r o r g ontl emon . 

This unusual <·nd impressive mrss of form el busin es s 
hovi= been dealt wi th, Mr . Brown t h .. n ,zeve us hie nromisod 
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t a l k . He r e ferred in particular to correspondenc e and 
int ervi efl with ru,tiollBl and loc a l newspapers, comparing 
t he rich flood of juvenile literature of yestery ear , wit h the 
miserab l e end uninepring trickle of today. 

Letters from Mr. Leck enby wer e also quoted, giving 
f\trther int e resting information on th e old writ ers. 

a most int eres ting talk which showed cl ea rly t he vest 
and fertil e fi e ld of our hobby end the horizons it opens up 
for exp l oration end research. our wa:nnest thanks and 
eppleuse were given to Mr. Brown on the conclusion of his 
telk . 

an ol d member, .Ube r t Cl ee k, then gave w, another t reat 
wi t h e reading fro m e 1922 "P enny Popular", dealing with 
our immor t al Removi t es end th e :erri va l of a new boy, (Lee ) , 
who al th ough e dece nt and norma l lad, neverthe l ess had be en 
sent to Gr eyfrie rs for a neferious purpose . Bwlt er , of cour ep, 
is nv:vcr a tony , cind would never dree m of hidi ng under the 
r eilwa y c Brri age s ee t in order to bilk the company ; so 
na tur al ly did not hear the .conve r sation be tween Lee and his 
r asc ~lly guerdi en , ~nd so knew noth..if18 of th o new boy's 
secr e t . Or, {horrid thought! ), is it just ba r oly pos s ible 
th a t he did? 

!4erseysido Brench. 12 th Octo be r, 195 2 . 

ED'JMD n;i!f!IT ' 
Hon. Sec . 

Thi s, th e ctnnu~l, ~co ting opened nt 7 p. n . to s r ecord 
e tt endence, end the ch a irm en beg an by ext ending a hee r ty 
WE:llcome to ~ number of new members . he "WPS nost pleesed 
th ~t thei r enrolrnent c oin cided 1'11 th the Section• s first 
enniv ers ~r,y, ~nd he WF!S sur o th ey would d e riv e es much 

...:.... pl ot1eur c in th e future es th e older member s had in tho pa.at_._ 
He r egret t ~d th a t some new members were unable, for pe r sonal 
r ea sons, to b e present; t hey hed , ho wev~r , forwarded th e ir 
entrance f ees end su bs, ond he hoped we shoul d he ve the 
pl eeeurc of th e ir compeny in the nee r future. He th en 
r e? d e l e tter from George Simpson, t ende ring his r esign~tion, 
a step be had bee n obliged to t oke owing to othe r cowmi t ments 
f ll wer e moat ao rr., to l os e th e comparw of such e veJ.u~b l e 
end we ll-liked member; but it i s nic e to kno w he will still 
r otein his conn e ction \1i th the club E'S e po st E!l member. 

The e l ection of of ficer s v1ea th en put t o th e vote; 
t hey \.7er e r e- ele cted en bloc, Elnd th e ch e i:rr:l!'n thmik: ed member 
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for th & confidence shown; h~ felt sure t he officers would 
do their best in th e future as in th e past. 

The a&cr ata ry having r eed the minutes, etc., refresh
monts were teken, end then we got to work on J sck Morgan' s 
~uh ; this was a very e,ccellent ·pllZzle which soon hsd moat 
of wi ettempti.Jlg th e dOllble taak of chewing th e ends of oar 
pencils and tryi.Jlg to look intellige nt. The winner was 
Bill Horton , with lira . '1ob11ter a cloae second ; this WBB the 
firet ti.m" ei ther had finished at the top , end was a fitting 
reward f or t he ir perseverence. 

Th& compeey then broke into groups indalging 1n chats 
on tho hobby , etc . and the meeting ended e t 10 p .m. wi th the 
library basin ess, which r eac hed e naw "hi8h". Bill Hort on 
wss kept very baay dealing with th e demends on our s tock of 
ltooke . 

Ne,ct moat ing (open <Usowieion nig ht) 9th NoV<>mbsr et 
7 p.m . 

Members pr esen t: the U8U8l "regul.ere", and Mr. J .. Jon es, 
/llr. P. J. Laff ey , Mr. Chillingworth, end Sir Frederick 
H. X. Bowmen. 

~: Holiday St or i es (Not foreign trtrrel) in S.O.L . , 
Mel$net end G&m ( esp ec ially below 1000) • Good price or 
attr act ive e,cchsngee off ere d . J, ':7alah, 345 Stanley Reed, 
K;irkdale , Liverpoo l 20. 

F OR s.:.LE: You.ng Kngl end , 1904 , volame 24, 10/ -. C.D .Annue l 
1951, 5/- ; 11 C.D' s from l ast November, 9d . eech. 
" llillY Banter Butte In", 3/6. Mies E , Megovecy , 65 Bent hrun 
Street, B~lf est, N. Ir e l and. 

~: "Boe Chur:; •s Be= ing Out'! Your own price p aid, 
~obby" ~;,R eplmel.toed,1J<,v ...,:, -.--

r1LI?IED: Holiday J.nnuels • St at e year, condi ti on end pri c" 
~er J <,nkine , 3 Town Hell Road, Hevant, Herta. 

11.iili'I'ED 1ffi.GU?rLY FOR LIBF....RY. O.B.B.C . North ern Section • 
.l!Bgnete 1204-1 223 , 1226 -1 267, 1269-1264, 1307 , 1310. 
came. 1293, 1300, 1314, 1457 , 1459-1464, 1467-1469, 1494, 

1497-1 500 , 15o6 , 1529, 1535 , 1536, 1542, 1552, 1556. 
Beet Pric es Pa i d . G. 1.llieon, 7 Summerfie ld Gardens, 
Br amley , Leed s. 



THE NELSON LEE COLU!All 

l.11 communicet i ons to Robert Blythe, 
46 , Cerl e ton Rd., Holloway , London,N. 

It ~;ives m& gr t:tst pleeeure this month to introduce 
Ne il Gourl~y - of ,./hi tloy Bey, who el though 8 newcomer to . 
our renks , c ort e inly knows his stuff when it comes to the 
Ne lson Lee . His first erticle (end I hope it ' s the first 
of many) describes one of his f evourito serios. 

THE ST . FR.'.JIK' S SCHOOL TR.'...IN Sm= 
Nu l son Lve - 1st New Series, Hos. 160 - 170. 

1. Revi ew by N. C . Gourl ey 

For ce ny newcomers to th e second he lf of t he Nolson Loe s 
exi s tenc e and for th o s e lik e mys e lf who he v u onl y r c~ d of 
Nipper & Co. in th e S .c .L . reprint s , I c rin r eco mm.0-"ld th e 
School Tr e in s e ri e s, Nos. 160 - 17 0 1st Ii .S . of th o Ne lson Lee 
rt is tru e t hf1t t his pElr t icul rr sories sho ws si gns of t h e 
"s tunt s " er e whi ch commenc ed he lfw ey t hr ough t he f i r s t New 
Seri e s and ev e ntu vlly ruin ed th e p aper . Nev ert hel ess, · 
e lthoug-h not one of th e best St .Fr enk'a aeri es , t he School 
Tr e in stori es do dis p l ey t he l eading ch~r ect crs in inter est
ing siti.wtions which, writt en in a quiet eesy styl ~ , meko 
one re e lis e th o et tr ecti on t hey hEid f or boys of tha long ogo 
Htmdforth , Uilli f'r.l Uepo l von Brovme f'nd !J c hi c Glc~t horn G 
?r e th e stE'rs. 

The first s t ory, "The St.Fr l!nk's School Tr ,r,in'', t e lls 
of th e se l e cti on by compctitiv o ox:e~ine ti on of a S::1E'll numb 
of St .Fr r'nk:1 s boy s t o ~o toUiing £1r o'W'l.d Brit ain on E' tr ein 
pr esented t o the school by Lord Dorri. 'Ilore. In this s t ory 
Hendy thru s tsruma n f int o"t heT!l!R, :r:tg11t--,,Y-YnTtt1g 61I " 
th e trein just es it l ee v es Bol to n s iding. Chur ch end 
McClur e, of cours e ,nrun out t o he lp hi m wi th t h e r e sult that 
ell thr oe a r e str e nded in th e ir pyjam es . Th o follo win g 
clwpters wit h th e thr oe boys in their night c l o th e s apoeding 
ecross Engl and in He ndforth ' s 1.ustin Sev en to c a tch the 
tr Pin vt Colo choster , givo Jr,,ndforth r c ho nco to displ ay Pll 
his mvetarful qu,,litios . 11.andf'orth & Co . e r e aga in to th e 
f ore in l E'ter numbers of th e series. Esp oci e lly .:DUBt be 
ment i oned "The School Train in Scotlflnd" in which, by ~ 
piece of clever detective work ( in his own opinion ) Edwerd 
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osweld discovers McClure 's long lost grand.tether. .:'.:..lso the 
Liverpool story, "The Kidll"pped Schoo lboy s" which involves 
Bendforth & Co. in trouble amid Liverpool's docklPnd is to 
be r ecommended for some realistic beclrground description. 
ru,ruliorth ea Detective, puts hiJJl8elf end hie ohume i.nto e 
perlloua ai tu,, tion in ")(ystery of the Ceve" , Hunting fc,r 
a mi1111ing schoolboy the chums of Study D get oPught in Bn 
oerless rowboat on., mudbenk ott the Uel11h cos11t. Some vivic 
Brookllien description of en epp ro eching storm end the 

- inc~ tide foll.OWB, 
Lrehi e Glenthorne is prominent in most : · St.Frenk• s 

yerns, but in ".brChi.e's Lencaahire Lsss" he hE'e e siory of 
his own. Felling in l ove withe mill girl on h olidey h e 
mekes us sympathise with him by the chi,,..lroue -.rey he 
ignores th e schemes of Nipper & Co. to jepe him out of hie 
inf"etu,;tion. 

E'or m" the b es t stories in the e ories were those whi c h 
revoeled the unce,my powers of Uil liem Nepoleon Browne to 
t e lk eeybody into doing everyth.ir.g. Browne - th e Nepo l E>on 
is self bestowed - displays hie unueuel telent 1n " St .Frank.a 
in the Kidlends". In th.is 11t6ry h" befr:lend.s e spurned 
inventor end promises t o c onvince l'n uncle ;,iho is " femoua 
steel menutsc turer o f the men•s worth. TIie leeder of 
St .Franks Fifth Form survives meey r ebuff& bef ore, in hie 
own ingenious manner, h e telks his uncle i.nto eooepting his 

·protege•s invention. ~/. N. Br owne i s e more i nteresting 
ch e r e cter then t/ t' ld o or Normen Conquest 1n that he echi e:v es 
his en.de not by 11be-men 11 her oics or dar e-de vil deeds, bu t 
mor,:, s ubtly by use of his brein end delight= oret ory. 

11Nepolo on 11 Brown e t l"lks hi s wey int o the f ore b-ont of 
''Th e St .Fr t>nk ' a Touring Schoo l" when he publici se s the 
axploi ts of Marjorie Temple ( on e of the Koor Vi ew girls) 
when she is competing 1n e IIW1.mll1ng con:t ·es"t ·1n lfewcestle
on-Tyne. 

One of the more humorous stories of the series is 
No, 168 let H.,,.. '.Seri<>B, ''The Rivel Sportsmen" . Here the 
boys of the eohool "train j a pe " par"ty of visiting .:.inerioPnB 
into th.inking a ll English schoolboy& are monocled dudes. 
l!t'ndfor th ; dreeeed up in " top · ht't with " "window P"ne" 
in hie eye , is a riot. The novelty of this perticuler 
story li es in the only serious treatment of e besebe ll mctch 
I lwve r oad in en English school st ory. The Remove chums 
pley th e visi"ti.ng Amerioen boys e"t besebPll - end win, 



E. S . Br ook ' s descript i on of the mf'tch is very i nt eres ting 
e nd e t th e tim e it •uaa written mf'y have Cflus cd s cve rel 
r ePde r s of th e Nels on Lee to try end play th e f runous 
[.Jnericon geme in th eir back - ytirds . The cov er of this 
iss u e is uniqu e . The gre at Bifnd forth is depic t ed in • 
b,s eb Pll bats men ' s outfit poised t o hit the ba ll as it comes 
from the pit c hor 1 B baJ:ld. 

The l es t st ory in the Schoo l Train Se r ies , " lls nk Holi da 
In Brigh t on", dealt with en old Punch end Judy Showmen who 
hed plans of a l os t go ld mine in Ari:t one . It als o re
introduced Lord Dvrrimore and l aid the scene for the f o ll ow
ing holiday se ri e s, "The Arizon a Gol d Qu est . 11 

kJ> a whole the se r ies is s pre t ty good sample of Brook ' 
wor ks in the lat New Series per i od end - can it b e whispered -
can ev en b e compared - without detriment - to quite s few 
series out of t he li!Bgnet or the Gem. 

I'v e never publish ed a l e tter in tbia c olumn bef or e , 
but this one I rec e ived fro m Bill Champi on of Ree ding 
( ano th er newcomer, by the way) is s o go od t hst I' ve p arsusde, 
him t o let c e use it in th e "Column 11

• 

~t er tho first opening remarks, he go es on to say: -

I don I t kno?r in which y eE'r y ou commenced r eeding the 
Nelson Lee; but I first bec ame • regular r e a<lor in 1919, 
e t the time when Dr. Steff urd, accus ed of l axity "Rhen that 
horr ible Gr eek boy, !J exis, set fir e t o th e Col l oge House , 
vma s ecke d, to be su cceeded by • Mr. Howm-d Mart in -
e bully md c r ook of t he ol d s choo l\ l..l. th ough I wes but 
nin e yeers of age at th e ti.mo , I wrs elretidy ~ co:'lf i:rmod 
r ee der uf th e 11Gem.i: Libr ory , end cen remember wi tb. cryst al 
cl ea rn ess how I b ecame po ssessed of th e t ini tin l !!el so n Lee . 
It ,...,,,_ the c e lebrated f ifth o~!lo vember ,-a nd- the bonf-ir&- we.,. 
2l r eed y bl azing ewgy merrily e t th e bot t om of the garden . 
Happily clutching c los o t c me my b ox of "Br oc ks B~st L.ssorto 11 

I made f or th o bonf ir e end set the box down car ef ully on • 
n<aier by gerden-sePt. Then, lik e: the pr overbi al "bolt from 
the blu e ", 1 t hBpp ened t - e nasty lit tl e sp ark shot out of 
th ~ fi r e , and , prop e ll ed by en equal ly nasty gust of wind, 
dived right int o th.at box. Bel i ev e me, f or tho Spece of 
p erhElpe one minut e we wore tr ea t ed t c one of the bost die
plt ys it has e ver bee n rif3" l ot t o wi tn ess - but , wee I heart 
br okent For ov&r en hour my parents di d the ir ve ry bast to 
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conaole me, but ~ith little success: and t hen my el d•r 

s i ster hsd a brairnveve; she rushed round to a nearby news

agents end purchased s Nels on Lee . 1.rmed with thi s , she 
hurried back and,wonder of wonders,witbin five minutes I was 

so deeply immersed in this new school-~ook that I had almost 

forg ot ten the trag edy of the firewo:uke . rlbi ch only goes to 

prow the wisdom of the old edege: "it • e en ill wind". Since 

that eventful evening, besides becoming e regular reed er of 

the N .L . , I reed ell th e "Monst er" Libraries, purchased qui te 

e number of pre-1919 issues, and decided, quite ea rly, thet 

next to th e "Gem11 , the N .L . was m;y favourite paper. 

The r e are some series that I shell never tire of r eedin« 

over end over egein: th e one about the •;{hi t e Gia nts, in 1919 , 

when the hero es of St.Franks, plus, of course, "Dorr ie" s nd 

Umlosi , j ourney ed up the !.m>lzon and into the l esse r-known 

wilds of th e Matto~rosa o in sea rch of one Colon e l Kerrigan, 

the int rep id explorer-father of yo~ StP nley, of the Third; 

the Ezra Quirk e epic (very gripping, this \ ); th o enthralling 

story of Tomnzy-'.'/atson whon " pupil et Movt-Hollow School in 

th e doub tful care of the ungodly Grimeaby Cr~ep <> (whet a 

Dick ensian name \); and others too numerous to mention. 
How, i .n the autumns of bygone years, I used to be fill ed 

withe thrilling eonee of anticip ati on es the ~oys , sefoly 

beck from th e su.amer vaca tion spent 1n some r emot e eornor of 
the glo be, woul d, almost on the first day of th e new term , be 

f lung hced lon« int o somo nerv e-tingling D\YBtery. 
~'ven to this day , dir ec t ly th e evenings begin to eho~e 

~i!'1."rroi~=~i~n1l ~o~~sg ~ie~~d!~ 0 dgg~i~ R%tf~g! 1i~~~~a 
b~loved scen e spring be f ore 11\Y eyes - th e dark , mess iv e pil 

of th e old school lying still but ee rie und er r fitful Octob e 
moon, so r ts l t hc t I c an he er tho rustle of felling l ee vos ~ 

the cold, blustery wind denud es th e t e ll elm-t r e es cluste red 
round th ~ school w~ll - cen hoer tho distEUlt hoot of the 
inevitoble owl f rom th e not-too diat,.nt dens e bulk of Bell to 
,ood - end th "n the short hairs s t th e beee of 11\Y nec k 

btgin to bristle es I c etch sig ht of thos o dim end sinister 
figures, flitting ghostlike round by tho old monPstery ruins 

Gosh \ the very thought of it s~nd little shivers r e cing 

up end down 111/1 epine - but th ere is no possibl e doubt whet 
ever that we used to get our money's worth in those deys . 

~,~11 , that • s th e lot for this month , so I' 11 a .. y Che c ri 

BY the wey, did you revd my eppoel l est month? O.K. 

I just wond.1..Tcdt 



Edited by H. Ii . Bond, 
+--------l_ O~Erw ~;en, Rhiwbintl, CardU_f_. ______ -t 

This ll)(lllth the whole of Blek:isne iB devoted to en artic l e 
by Rex Dolphin. It is so good that it wes th ou,.h t it would 
be e greet m1steke to split 1 t, and I will teke the oppor
twu ty of ment ioning here th•t one of Rex ' a clever cross 
words devoted entirely to Sexton Bloke , will eppesr 1n the 
.t.nnW'l. 

Cheerio. H. U. B. 

SElCl'Olf BLAKE AS THE\' SA.'7 HD!. 

Bz:- Ru Dolphin 
Hee the ever ,ge Sexton Blake fsn ever eaked himaelf just 

whet it is tlu>t prompts him to eey, "X ia av favourite ~uthor"? 
The clsssic enal,ysis of fiction will show tbe.t it must 

be one of the following thinga: plot, chllrecte r isotion, 
bsclrgrounda, style ( which oovera such diverse tbinga ee die
logue, humour, ,tmosphe r e) , the euthor•e own attitude to 
l~e, en indefL~ ~ble something, ore combi..nf'ltion of some or 
s ll of theee el..,,ents. or, 1n detect i ve stories only, the 
meohenics of the crime. 

V/ell, l et' • not ge t too ens]yticel - thet wey one 
l oses •th e a 1r1 t of fict i on the ae of which is to 
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tr i 1n::;port the r eeder ~<:_~nsc iously to o t he r r ea l ms . l:O, 
rees on for bring ing up the s~bject is th et I f ee l rrry own 
se l ection of favourite eut hors is besed meinly on whet sort 
of e men eech of th em makes Bleke out to b e. (Ther s er e , of 
couree, no bed Blake euthors -~ ~sit WEIS onc e s~id abou t 
bee r~ but some ere bett er tlll'n others.) 

On this besis .i,nth ony Skene stends h eed end shoulders 
ebove th e rest , though Tee d runs him e goo d seco nd. His 
Bleke is~ real men, the typ e of me n a detective of tho 
sup erior, e duc e t ed typ e would be in re e l life . Not f or 
Skene the me.n who can be shocked or surpri se d by commonpl~ce 
hepp~nings or even by the ver-y unusu al . 

For why sho )ll d Bl ~ke be s urpri se d? Hesn •t he liv e d 
through ~nough c eses end s ee n enough of ell kinds of lif e, 
~nd i sn 't his job th e unrov e lling of tt\Y'Steri es, the discover
ing of thing s celculated to sh ock or surprise the men- in-the
street? Th o drugged drink, th e body th e t f e lls out of the 
cupbo erd , the ~s sumed friend who suddenly points a gu~ et y ou 
th e mon who dr oo s deed from e s il ent missile whil e he is 
t elking to you:___ thuse things would shock if they heppened 
t o us. But whil e we know th et Bl ekc is fully humen, t he s e 
thing s hev ~ hepp ened t o hi.m so meny t imes thet he is herd cne d 
to th em, end whetever he feels ebout them, ho ehowe no af8n 
of shock or surprise. In f~ct, t o at e te ~ parrdox, he goes 
ebout looking for the unexpected! 

Meyb e the ee rly ruthors hed some excuse f or f elling into 
thi s common erro r~ ~ft cr el l, t hey l ived in ~n ~ge when 
mel o drellll' , the atr ic ~11iy end over-writing wer e the f ee hion. 
Heving survived th.E't ege , Ble ke hBs no reeeo n t o be other 
th en toug h- ~ end t ough in th e monn er of th e sol di er, who 
can be t ender es we ll. 

Lgcin, Skcne 's Bl ~ko is not loquecious. Loquecity is fl 

bed t r eit in the man Bl" ke i-e euppoeed to be, Plthough w<> cen 
for give eny detective his -ti.ttle spleeh of elucidetion et th e 
end of th t. yarn. .-~s, in eey cese, is mer e ly fl writ e r's 
device for cleerin€, up the loose ends by using di el ogue ( or 
monol "!l-ue) which l ooks bri ghter th en plein unquoted text• 

s o Skene ' s Bl ake is silent, e grim men e t tim es , when 
the si tu etion werrants it. But not dev oid of humour end 
humenity when th e t ons ion e~see . 

Ne tur elly, he is P herd-worker, s elf-confident in Pny 
aitu r tion, keenly obs ~rv ent end shorp t o deduc e fFcts ~nd 
situ r tions. Ho is f ee rl es s in f ig ht, ~ meet er of e ll kinds 
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of f~hting, but with i t s hat er of viol enco. Ho dislik e s 
ell humbug end sn obbery, end is fri endl,T wit h all kinds of 
p eopl e , includ.iJ>g tramps I 

Skan e is on e of the f.,.... authors who have given us a 
reall;y graphic description of th e deteotive•a p ersonal 
epp e arsnea. wt• a now see Blake through Skene• a e;rea: 

"- s broad, tweed - suited man ••• stepped quickly into 
the room and all owed hia geni.al but pon e trating glance t o 
moTe from man to men. From the first moment the pera onalit, 
of th eir visitor i.mpr e seed them all. (And the s e were 
Csbinbt Minist e rs - R.D. ) Rather short, criap, iron-grey 
heir; the br ow of a sci entist ; grey-blu e aye s a s pi ercing 
es a sword-blad e ; s keen, aqu:111nc nos e , wi th se nsitive 
nost r ils; the mouth of s judge, end th e sqUBre jsw of s 
battl er - such wee th e h eed o f SEllCton Blak e . " 

In an o th e r in s ta n c e , th e euth or says Bl ake i s tw o men, 
"s thinker , f:4,:hter, man of action - end in edditi on, a 
hslf--,,l e epy, peace-l oving, goodh umoured Englishmen." 

Thia th eme - th e pe rf e ct synthe s is of th e man of s oti c ~ 
end the dreamer - occurs a g ain end a g ain in Sk on e •s work, 
end t o a lesser =tent in that of other s uthcre. 

Now G.H.Teed givea us on e aide of Blake only - th e 
s ol di e r end travell er. I hav e elws;ra reed Toed f or hi s bee~~ 
gr ounds, but n ot till I st art e d re-r e ading him re cently did] 
r oeli se how s mocth!y h e msk os Blak e b e c ome e p art of th o 
s e ttin;s. Blake is a ch emeU on, e n a tur a l h abit an t of whet 
ev e r country is p ortr ay ed. Thia be comes e litt le f er 
fet c he d whe n we ere expe ct ed t o b e lie v e that Bl ek e , def i.ru. t e 
Europee n typ e thl' t he i e , c en pass f or e Chi..'"les e cool i e ..)r e 
Mexican peo n -- but we ll, t o h el p t he st ory al ong , we er e 
p l ease d t o \ el i eve just thet. 

_ Thi e Bl e ke i s neve r in th e dr essing-g own, in f ee t r ? relv 
eve n in Beker Street . The pip e is diec e rd ed in f evour of 
th e c iga rett e , someti.!!lcs the cige r. This Bl a k e i s t oug h , e 
s ol d i er, cen s t e nd any emcunt o f exp o sure and b a ttle. He is 
e first-oless shot, P go od rough-h ous er, • knif e -fig h ter if 
nece ssery , P ste Pl t hy co mmPndo-lik o cr eeper-upp er , rrir el.y 
surpriaad. 

Mentell;r he is s oldier - like r E'ther thml brilli er, tl;y 
intell eotu.el. He he s l ong bouts of turning ov er the eitue
tion in his mind end planning eoti on. He telkll to t h e po int 
end usuell;y without hwoour . Pbysicell;r, except whe n in 
bettl e , he is un obtrusiv e . nle f\eent l c en-1awed end with 



penetr ating but plea sant eyes. He is gen tle with women, 
end Tee d would a lmost hevo us bolievo he is e Gr ue t Lover. 
He bee e ret borly lovn f'or Tinker, and is f'ond of' erumele. 
Thie would almost seem to be enoth er side of' the Tee d Blak e , 
but no , it f'ite 1n quit e well with th e Soldier charac t er. 

Other writ ers , whil e still gi ving use lively story, 
show us & lees physically ener ge tic Blake . Rob er t Murrey •e 
Blake is ge n erally e qui otish man,~ k ~on o\ie erver , not o v e r 
1:,iven to rough-house a~, e sympathetic man, e keen f'igbtol 
for jUBtice . Not muxb a ttention is peid to bis peysicel 
sp p <,arance . Tie get the pipe and the oiger of'ton, end some
times the dreeei.ng....ga,m. 

lilurrQ'.; whom I edm:il, e f'or th e wide sweep of hie plots, 
is somut imes, like nis f'ot her ldllrrey Greydon , ~uilty of oe k:il1', Bleke cepa ble of heing surprised rethcr too ee eily. 
Thia is probably done, eo with oth er euthors, unconsciously. 
J.ft~r ell, surprises k ee p t~e story movi.ng. Th e reeder must 
f e el surprised, y us·. Tho detective , n o . Or s t l ee st be 
mustn• t show it . Murr ey h.iosol1' is ewero of thi s, f'or on 
one occesion hu mt'kes Bl oke say: 111'4,y profess i on is one 
which c~uaes mo to be surprised. et no t hing ." 

Ye t the stori es er e 1'ull of' pbreees such es: "e l ook 01' 
surp ris o t-nd. enno yanco flickered t'crose his lee-n c ountenrnce' 
.. • "he geve e sl ~ ht gesp of estonishm ont" ... even on one 
occesion "he wee perel.yeed with flmEzemc nt " . 

Gwyn EvPns ' e Bl!ttko wo11rs his emotions C'l.most o n his 
sl ee v e. In f a ct , t h e brilli ance ~nd c h~rm o f Evf:ans's work 
is equ,,l l ed only by the lezin ess 01' hi s pen . The cliches 
come thick end rest, enebling you t o r oed th e story et high 
s pee d , thvug h p or heps with irrit etion. Ble ke is p ortrey ed 
elmos t 1ik e e mel odr emsti c f.'ctor 1n ee rly f ilms, e nd b e bes 
e most ox t re ordin.or ily mobile fece . He scena peoph , thr ou,,h 
nerrowed e)'Qlids ; bis :r1rmly-obis e lled lips t'4,h t en or 
twitch or set grimly; or pure e th oug htfully, or even curl; 
hi.e jl"W sets &Timl.y, h c.i frowns, his shrew d grey- oy e s become 
1!7'eve, he smiles sympethc t ic elly, he giv es e s ort w:U.stl e of 
t'mBZomont, h u shrugs h1.8 should er s. 

Whe t never 1'eils to omue& me in th e Ev-ens s t ories :l.e the 
firs t shot of' Blake, where in ho ie depict e d ee vcge t ~ting in 
th e B<'kvr Stro ot chemb ers . bored l' t th e l ee k of' eot i on. "Not 
" rippl o had disturbed th e placid suri' e oe of' th e und erwo rld r : 
f or weeks" - e ri?th e r qu e s tione ble s t t"te ment cons i de ri :ng 
tha t Bl~ ke ,res et th.et tim e usuelly clePring up et l el'e t two 
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ecnsc ,ti onel c ases per week, meny of which took hiL1. out of 
Eur ope, l et elonc London. Hardly time f or bor \}dom, ev en in 
a l e ss er oen then Blake, whose calibre end tast es and intel
lect sur ely put him above bored om, {Contr as t Skene •s 
handling of th e same thame - he sh OWB Blak e d oliba rstely 
r elex.ing betwee n cases, in ord er t o conse rv e or rc-creste 
hi s p owers.) 

However, this is just the author's way of setting the 
st ale end intr oducing his eter cherecters. Bl eke in hie 
tettered ol d dr es sing,!own, filling th e first pipe of the 
day, P.edro in th e heerth, Tink er yewning ove r th o Index -
el l t hose ar e swept swrry whon the cli ent or Visitor arrives 
end t he ection starts, end Blake dons hi s out doo r cl oth es 
and ga te out. 

Ther e is an echo of Holmes in th e Evt>ns Blnk o, not only 
in his eppe erenc~ but els o in his occeeioru,l cryptio pr o
nouncem1,nte lik e , "I woul d drew yc,ur ettcn tio n to th e metter 
of th o p ersley in the ou t t er- dieh. " He is inclined to be 
rether irritetingzy cryptic throughout th e st ory, end t o 
enjoy in • qui " t wey th e surprises ho is ebl o t o spri ng et 
the end . These momenta e r a, by the wey, ge n erally t ho only 
ocoesi ons when th e greet detective is ot her then modest . 

Gwyn Evens gives us one of th e quiete r Blakes, who is 
only vary se l dom rouaad t o violent action, Edey Soe rles 
Brooks, t oo . In feet Br 0oks' a Bl ake is el.moat col our l e ss. 
Ha is r ethar en ord1""ry men, lik e e o odestly suocaesful 
\u.ein oesmPn. He sPys, "h?y rcput !'ti on :ls more l ~endery t hP1 
re a l." Yet he is qui etly obs e rv,,nt, quiet l y dange r ous . Ho 
i s l evel-heeded, th e,ughtful, friendly , e gon tl enan in ovary 
wey. Someti mes Tin..lccr 1 e boi st er ousness Pr..d he:lit of jumplllt 
t o conclus i ons irritetes him , •nd he is curt with th e led. 
But 1£t er he r ec vvcrs his cust omery g .:;:.od neture. 

Another r e th er ordinery Bl eke is g i ven by Coutt s Brisb e1 ~; 
• h= n, re the r thm superhum en de t ective . lie i s fri endly, 
£' l ively speE'ker , E"nd h£ts no gi ·e£'t IIWnnor i sms, e i t her of 
s peech or rcti on. He is E'n observeo nt man end ~ J!l£1n of 
ecti on . .!Ind , " es with most men of ection, the s t&n1 ext eri<lr 
conceeled e s oft heert f or women end children, ~nd they • lWPl le 
seem ed t o divine this instinctiv e ly." 

"A well--g,:ll Cl!lle~ e thl e tio-l ~oldng men wi th c l een -cut 
f ee turea end of distinguished presence" . • • s o Pi erre 'luiro ul , 
describes hllll. t.s wi t h G-.eyn : .. .'vPne , we heve hc,r e e Bl ake of 
me bil e feetures . which do not elweve meek hi • f ce lin...-s . 



r--~~~~~~~~~~-,55--~~~~~~~~~
~--

"Hia f f'ce lit up with pleea=e" •• • "Bi• emi oua a;r~e 

nerrowed thv~ht:tully" • 
» w1 th Teed, thiJI Bl"k.e ie et tiome in en:, countr.r. t.. 

with Skene, Br oo b, Bria'btone, be 1e ldJld " nd ~thetic. 118 · 

e ometimee ahowa eurpri~e1 he aanetimlla, rether lPmentebJ..:r, 

felle int o rrther obw:loua trepa. 
Dorucld Stu..rt, auch ee I edmire the ingenuit;y "of eome of 

hie et oriea, Ct'n anl;r seem t o produce P Z'f'ther c olourle811 

coJ1T011tional-<!.et e cttw-B111lte, wt,.. 1e 101111 P penonelitJ" thPn 

P Tuhicl o f ur the meohenioe of the crime. 

Chcste,;- giyo11 w, e peculhrJ..:r Gilbertien Blelro, e jerli;r, 

v oletile 111811 who 1e tull o f "otion 7 et oen throws....,- e lin e 

~f 81U'J>PY deduction the! " "uld not disgrt'ce Bolllles. Sub

servient generelJ..:r t c the pl o t, this Bleke 7et emerges ea P 

:flesh e,nd bl ood chPreoter. J,tr "surprise theor,r" ill well

kncwn t o Chd&ter, ea witneee: 
'"Y'ou surprise mo," h'l ooz:mnented, th ou.;h, 1n point o'! 

feet, he bed long since 11Ted peat the 11tege -.!um m,r;h1Dg 
eet oniehed him.• 

Thie Bl ~ke is e repoeit or.r ~r "vvat rmount o:f odd knoW 

l e"8c , r picker-up of U11Coneid ered trifl ee. (Lnd quite und8l 

et endl' bl;r.) He knowe Ruaeien, emong IIIPD;T other le~•I 

h e ds bbl ee in th e supernlltur el; knows eatroloc,. Yet he 

ae7e , "I rm merol;y e culd-bl ooded crim1nol0e,-iJlt •" 

Curiouel7 "nough, Cheater 1e the onJ..:r eutbor t o toll u.e 

t hPt Bl eke is a trcin ed medi cel m,,n who crn write U.R.C .S Pn< 

L.R. C.P. e ft er hi.a n..me . It would FppoPr, then, thPt the 

-~ mooioel men 1'l>o :ree turo in other t'uth ors• et oriea 82"' 

lPrgely euporfluouet 
Peye icl'l ly, he ie athletic, spends little time indoors 

or in draeaing....gown. He ie alu'rp in hie movements Pnd brielt 

end p\:r,ipt in h.ia apeech, but in temperrment quite good 

humoured. He ie keeol7 obeernnt, ,.nd ve'r¥ eeneitive t o 

etmoephere. . 
Cecil Hayter gives u.e the Blek.e who wee prcbebJ..:r moat 

oPlculeted to eppeel t o the eohoolbo7 of the ere. Blake 1a 

eoh uo lboyieh hi.maelf, Pnd el11:ngy in hie epeeoh, o! wbJ.ch 

theNt 111 pleni.7. H• 1a " eoldier, P world-trf'Tell.er, who 

de11hea l'bo ut but doeen•t apand 111Wlh time 1n deduction. Like 

the Teed Blrum, he ie e goot\ ·'buahmt>n Pnd fighter. He i.a le..: , 

sinewy, ee finel;y-bu11t re II groyboimd. H"7ter doeen•t aper 

the blood, end in one 11tor7 et leeet, Bl elte t orture& " mN> 

with r red-hot iron. 
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The :Boker Street c!wmbers tre lik e e ech oolboy'a study. 

J.,!ter wra. J!t,rdell had tidied up, ''The r"om l volced eo un
neturell.T tid7 th.et both :Bltlca •114 Tinlcar f el t mildl.T uncom
f ortable, 8114 bed t o bunt f or tltbJga - in their proper pleoea 
when the;r """t ed t o find th911. l!'or inetl'DCe, :Blrute•a 
fevouri te ci41"erette-holder wee in i ta ·ceae on the mentlepiac~ , 
ineteed of lteing, rs USUl'l, •ed&ed between the lcevee of the 
book he heppened t o ht>ve been reeding leet; m,d Tinlcer, 
uneble t o find hie l ooae ohBnge, which he gcnerel].y kept in • 
fl ower-pot in the window, wee bunting vdl.d].y for it, quite 
oblivious of e neet-l ooking pun,a on the writing-table." 

riell, th er e is Sexton :Blelr:e, re th97 s- him - en 
int ere sting mixture of " men who emerges es en unf orgetbble 
ohenocter. .bl'ld th ore "re some of the euthors, ea I se e tham 
And as we don't ell see the aeme thi.nBe, end none of U8 hm" 
r eed ell th o st ori es b,- 811 the euthora, th e whole subj ec t 1a 
bound t o be steeped in contr oTersy. 

LETTER :BOX: 

Frl'nk Richerds Replies to Re•dors 

De"r Herbert Leclcenby, Oct . llth,195 • 

Lwey t hanb for the C.D . I like Mies Stevens• telk on 
B.~i., though cur ft,ir fri end does seem e little herd on T.J,f. 
end J.s. 

I feer thet Mr .Goodhee d hea b~en e 11 ttle off th e merit 
in hi• ertiol e, es the v ers es h o describes were often contri
buted by other bends. I wrote • good meey versos which epp ee ~ 
chiofl;r, I think, in th e Gem or the Gre;rfrillrs Iloreld: some 
ID1'Y hev " been 1n the Holi d•:r J.rmuel, but the v ~r eified odds 
end ends wore genorell;r menufeotured "in the menagerie". The 
"Beroroft" verse• in Tom Yerr:, 1 a Own fire, of course, m:r work, 
lilce- ·th1d !ercrof~lled-th • t t>ppoered --tri- "PtretTy - LOnaon·· • i 

note tht't in his l etter llr.Pound refers t o hie hapP7 sugges
tion of publishing e wlumo of "Barcr oft Bell Pds " , which I 
should be very h"PP.Y t o do , but f or the sed oiroumetPnce thet 
no publisher believes thet verses would sell: which is P sin e 
quo non 1n the publishing World. One cf these ds)-s, perhepa 

With kind est r agerds, 

(Contd. p .3'3) 
.1.1,noya 7oun, sincerely, 

l!'lW!X RICHARDS • 

un: NE<:,S. CPsaell • a new Bunt er :Boole out on November 2oth. 


